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| o! Princes I behold! contriving Rill, * 5 
And ftill conducting firm ſome great deſign ! 
See! long canals, and deepen'd rivers join 


Each part with each, and with the circling main . 
The whole enliven'd iſle. | 2 


* 


e Tuons og. 

ö ö ; 

Printed for BEckET and De HowprT, in the Strand; | 25 
JohNsoN and DAVvEN TOR r, in Pater- naſter-rotu; PAR- 9 
ons and SMITH, in Newcaſtle under Lyne ; and J. Gore, 3 
in Liverpool, 1765. | 
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ene advantages of inland navigation. 8 
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are more immediately concerned in their ſuc- 
ceſs, ſhould be firſt aſcertained; and then 


impartially balanced againſt the injuries and 


inconveniencies, if there be any, affecting the 
properties and pleaſures of individuals. © 

Ir is a maxim well eſtabliſhed by political 
enquirers, that the power of nations, other 


circumſtances being alike, is always in pro- 


rtion to the number of their inhabitants, 
and the abundance of their wealth, | 
 Tross 3 that remain ſtill in their 


91 fate: of | nature, and ſubſiſt alone by 
* | hunting, 


4 _ 


HEN deſigns of great expence and 
importance are under conſideration, 


the advantages reſulting from them 
to , the public in general, and to thoſe who 


* 


> 


1 

hunting, are of all others the moſt thinly 
peopled. Paſturage, by inereaſing the ſuſte- 
nance of mankind, increaſes their numbers. 
Agriculture, for the ſame reaſon, ſtill further 
contributes to render a country populous: 
and laſtly trade, by bartering manufactures 
for food, the labour of the hand for the 
fruits of the earth, will to an inconceivable 
degree, ſuperadd population to a well cultiva- 
ted country. An increaſe of opulence, as well 
as of people, attends an increaſe of trade; as 
our own, and every other commercial nati- 
on evinces; and therefore whatever facilitates 
our trade, and has a tendency to enlarge. it, 
_ deſerves univerſal encouragement. = _ 
Tua inland navigations have a tendency 
to facilitate and increaſe the commerce, and 
conſequently to add to the riches and popu- 
lation of a country, will evidently appear 
from a due attention to the following parti- 
=: 


Tus firſt and moſt obvious effects of inland 


navigations, from whence the more remote 
advantages chiefly ariſe, are, that hey greatly 
diminiſh the price of carriage, and open eaſy 
communications between the diſtant parts of a 
country, and from each of thoſe parts to the 
el 

5 THAT country will always have a ſuperi- 
ority in commerce, which can afford to ſell 
its products and manufactures at the loweſt 


Fr mY 1 


A 


YE, 
price. "Thoſe who can lay in their raw- 
materials, be furniſhed with plenty of food 
and fuel, and carry their goods to market, at 
the leaſt expence, can afford to ſell them the 
loweſt; and therefore may always have the 
reference, where they are not kept out by 
orce : and it is plain that all theſe conſe- 
quences do in a-great meaſure depend upon 
cheapneſs of carriage; raw-materials, and food, 
and manufactures, being all affected by it. 
Inland navigations do not only greatly pro- 
mote the manufactures where they are already 
eſtabliſhed, for the reaſons above mentioned, 
but occaſion the eſtabliſhment of many new 
ones, in places where the lands before were 
of little value, and almoſt deſtitute of inha- 


bitants; thus enlivening and enriching every 


part through which they are extended. 

Trxzs: communications by water, alſo 
greatly contribute to the benefit of the mer- 
chants, who reſide at the ports where they 
terminate; by enabling them to export great- 
er quantities of goods from thoſe parts which 
he at a diſtance from the ſea; and to ſupply 


a much larger ſpace of country with their 
returns from abroad. 


Tur Are and Calder navigations in Vork- 
ſhire have, within theſe few years, afforded 


us very friki ing inſtances of the utility of 


inland navigations, both in the increaſe of 


the eſtabliſhed manufactures, and in the 
A = pro- 


14 


production of new ones; as is clearly evin- 
ced by the vaſt increaſe of tonnage on thoſe 

rivers. And the aſtoniſhing progreſs of the 

trade of Liverpool, is a ſtrong proof of the 


advantage of an eaſy and cheap communi- 


cation with manufacturing towns: the na- 
vigations to Mancheſter, and the Sa/f-works in 
Cheſhire, having very conſiderably contri- 


buted to the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of this 


port. In the reign of Queen EL1zAaBETH, a 


ſurvey was taken of the ſhipping belonging 


to every port in the kingdom, when the | 


largeſt veſſel at Liverpool was but of ' forty 
tons burthen, and the whole amount but two 


hundred and twenty three tons. At preſent. 
there are about four hundred veſſels belonging. 
to it; and each veſſel, on an average, may be 
ſuppoſed to carry one hundred and fifty tons; 


ſo that the quantity of ſhipping in two cen- 
turies, has increaſed as two hundred and ſixty. 


nine to one: nay, we may ſay it is in leſs 
than one century that almoſt the whole 
of this increaſe has taken place; as it is not 


much above eighty years fince the firſt veſſel 
ſailed from Liverpool in the american trade. 


IT is another very great advantage of in- 


land navigations, that they render the keep- 
ing of an immenſe number of horſes, which 
are not employed in agriculture, unneceſſary; 
and thereby prevent the deſtruction of vaſt 
quantities of food, which might be exported 

| to 
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to foreign markets, or applied to the nou- 
riſhment of more profitable animals, and the 
ſu pport of numerous uſeful and induſtrious 
families. | 

THouUGH every great 7 mprovement in 
commerce may ſeem at firſt chiefly to affect 
the mechanic, the manufacturer, or the mer- 
chant, yet much of the advantage is ulti- 
mately derived to the landed gentleman; ſince 
they who conſume, manufacture, or export 
the productions of his land, have in many 


inſtances above tenfold enhanced its value: ; 
and it has been proved, by many able wri- 
ters, that the national ſucceſs of commerce 
more deeply concerns the landed gentleman, 
than the merchant himſelf; as the merchant 
can at any time remove, with his effects, and 


try his fortune in a more advantageous ſitu- 


ation; while the landed gentleman is bound 
down to the ſoil, and cannot remove his 


eſtate, though the perſons are gone who uſed 


to conſume its produce. 


Bur inland navigations have a tendeney to 


advance and perpetuate the value of eſtates 


near which they paſs, by making it the in- 
tereſt of the gentleman, the manufacturer, 
and the merchant, to dwell together in the 


ſame country, and enabling them mutually 
to ſu 


pply each others wants. From this 
connexion, a thouſand reciprocal advantages 


ariſe, which ought to baniſn all jealouſies, 


Az ; or 


inſeparable. * 2 


6 1 


dr app rehenfions of contending intereſts; 


from ov minds of thoſe - whoſe intereſts are 


THEesE navigations ATE alſo i ech Saban 
tageous to the landed gentleman many ways. 

Trey give diſtant eſtates the de per 
of an eaſy and cheap communication wit 
large towns and ſea-ports; and hereby ena- 
ble the proprietors, or farmers, to bring their 
products to markets from which their re- 
mote ſituations formerly excluded them. In 
heavy and bulky articles, fuch as corn, tim- 
ber, iron, coals, lone, &c. this is a circum- 
ſtance of fo much importance, that an un- 
favourable ſituation with reſpect to carriage, 
does often prevent many of theſe commodi- 
ties from being of any value to their owners; 

Trey frequently occaſion the diſcovery of 
mines, or uſeful minerals, to the great emo- 
lument of proprietors of land, which were 
never apprehended to be in the places where 
they are found; and which, but for theſe 
public works, wou have been for ever bu- 
ried in the earth. 

Turzty greatly promote the nen of 
poor and waſte lands; either by bringing 
manure and conveying away the produce at 
a chea ap rate; or by encouraging artiſts and 
manufacturers to ſettle upon their banks, in 
fituations which were before uninhabited 


and unimproved; and thus give a gentle- 


1 man 


1B 42 

man the unſpeakable pleaſure of ſeeing 
the moſt unprofitable parts of his eſtate a- 
dorned with pleaſant villages, and productive 
of food, for the ſupport of the induſtrious 
inhabitants. e , 

Canals do allo, of themſelves, directly tend 
to improve the lands through which they 
are carried, by taking away the ſuperfluous 
moiſture; and likewiſe may be made to furniſh 
the farmer with the means of watering his 
meadows in ſeaſons of unufual drought; 
either by ſpouts, which may be laid through 
the banks of the canals, or by large reſer- 
vorrs, made in convenient places for this 
purpoſe, like thoſe in China; which contri- 
bute greatly to the amazing fertility of that 
Empire: f of theſe, and the Canals, Le 
Compte ſpeaks in the following manner: 
Sometimes they make great baſons, pits, 
or lakes, from which the neighbouring 
& lands are watered: ſo that this water, 


— 


1 Quelquefois ils forment de grands baſſins, des ètangs, 
des lacs, dont les terres voiſines ſont aroſẽes: de ſorte que 
cette eau ſi pure & ſi abondante, embellie de tant de 

ponts, reſſerrẽe par des levees fi propres & ſi commodes, 
diſtribuce egalement dans de vaſtes plaines, couverte d' une 
infinite de batteaux & de barques, & couronnee, ſi j'ofe ainſi 
parler, d' un prodigieux nombre de villages & de villes, dont 
elle va remplir les foflez, & former les rues, fait non ſeule- 
ment le plus fertile, mais encore le plus beau pais du monde, 


Le Compte, Tom 1. p. 182. 
A * which 


14% 


& which is fo fine, and in ſuch great abun= 


dance, embelliſhed with ſo many bridges, 
e incloſed with ſuch neat and commodious 
«© banks, diſtributed equally over vaſt _ 
« covered with an infinite number of 

« and veſſels, and crowned, if I may 4 ry 
« with multitudes of villages and towns, 
* whoſe ditches are filled with it, and whoſe 
«« ſtreets it forms, makes not only the moſt 
* fertile, but alſo the moſt beautiful country 
« 1n the world.” 


* 


4 
Lay 


Ruſſia, France, Holland, and eſpecially N 


China, furniſh ample proofs of the unſpeak- 


able advantages of inland navigations. Had 


it not been for the canal of Ladoga, the inha- 
bitants of Peterſburg might have ſtarved, for 
want of proviſions and commerce: France 
has doubtleſs received great benefit from 
thoſe of Orleans and Briare, between the 
countries watered by the Seine and the Loire: 
and alſo from the famous canal of Langue- 
doc; which muſt have been of ſervice to 
commerce; though 1t did not anſwer all the 
ambitious purpoſes which its royal owner 
was led to expect from it. The States of 
Holland owe their very exiſtence, as well as 
their opulence and power, to their numerous 
canals : and to the ſame cauſe it is in a great 
meaſure owing, that China is ſo rich, plenti- 
ful, populous, and delightful a country. 
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1 E | | 
_ WuiLE we are enumerating the general | 
advantages of inland navigations, we muſt : | 
not forget how much they contribute to the 
ſtability and perfection of the public roads; 
a ſubject of great importance, and deſerving 
the attention of every government: and ex- 
perience has ſhewn us, in this nation, that 
neither ſtatute duty, nor turnpikes, with 4 
broad wheels and limitation of the number 
of horſes, can effectually keep them in re- 
pair, without the aſſiſtance of navigable ca- 
nals; by which great quantities of heavy 
goods, that do moſt injury to the roads, will | 
be taken off, and the expence of repairing 
them ſa far diminiſhed, that by degrees they 
may rival thoſe of France, to the great plea- 
ſure and advantage of the traveller. 

Wr may add, that navigable canals, in ge- 
neral, give employment to vaſt numbers of 
people; and where they go through corn 
countries, and in the neighbourhood of col- 
lieries, diffuſe plenty of food univerſally about 
them; and furniſh fue! for the uſe of the 
mechanic arts, and the comfort of the poor 
inhabitants; frequently at half the price they 
mulſt otherwiſe have paid for it. Advantages 
which contribute ſo much to the eaſe and 
enjoyment of life, even in its loweſt condi- 
tion, that the thoughts of having been in- 
ſtrumental in procuring them, muſt be a 
conſtant ſource of refined ſatisfaction to eve- 
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SECTION II. 

LEED Deſeription of the intended canal, &c. 

FTYHE advantages ariſin g from inland na- 
vigations to manufactures, commerce, 


and agriculture, are generally acknowledged 
and illuſtrated by thoſe who have written 


on the commercial intereſts of nations: and 


many of our on writers have lamented that, 
in this reſpect, we are outdone by the French, 
our chief rivals in trade and manufactures; 
though the ſituation of our lands and har- 
bours is much more commodious than theirs 
for this purpoſe; as no part of this kingdom, 
according to the computation of Dr. Halley, 
is more than ſeventy miles from the ſhore. 
Max courſes for navigable canals have 
been pointed out, in our own country, that 
are very practicable and eligible : the moſt 
ſtriking and beneficial of which are, thoſe 
that would join the Thames and the Severn, 
the Severn and the Trent, the Trent and the 
Weaver; and laſtly, the Firth of Forth with 
= | | the 
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and petitions to Parliament, for branches out 


| „ of a 7 : 
the Clyde ; ; as by their means the principal 

rts of our iſland would communicate with 
—_ other; and the moſt fertile parts of the 
country with the metropolis. 

THe uſe of navigable canals, and the fa- 
cility of carrying them into execution, have 
long been known and experienced in other 
countries; but this nation is peculiarly in- 
debted to the Duke of Bridgwater, for very 
great improvements in the conſtruction and 
management of them; and eſpecially for 
aſcertaining the expence | of | compleating theſe 
noble works; on which account this grateful 
people will never fail to rank him in the 


number of their illuſtrious benefactors. : 


Taz preſent deſign comprehends only a 

dart of the great one mentioned above. It 
is to join the river Trent, near Wilden in 
Perbyſhire, with the river Weaver in Cheſhire, 
or the Duke of Bridgwater S navigation, or 
the fide-way in the river Merſey, as ſhall 
be found moſt expedient, by a canal, with 
branches to Birmingham, Lichfield, Tamwarth 


and Newcaſtle. And if this work meets with 


the approbation of the country, and the en- 
couragement of the Legiſlature, in all pro- 


bability the other parts of the deſign will 


oon be undertaken, to the great advantage 
both of the commercial and landed intereſts; 


"of. 
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of the principal canals, will become as fre- 
quent as they now are for turnpike roads. 


FTE Canal now intended to be carried in- 


to execution, was firſt proved to be practica- 


ble by the ſurvey of Meſſrs. Taylors of Man- 
cbeſter, and Mr. Eyes of Liverpool, made in 


the year 1755, at the expence of the Liver- 


pool Corporation; and chiefly promoted by the 


late Mr. Hardman; an active and able friend 
to the commercial intereſts of this nation, 
and one of the repreſentatives of that bo- 
rough. And the public is indebted to the Eart 
Gower, and the late Lord Anſon; for another 


ſurvey of the intended courſe of this canal, 
made by Mr. Brindley in 1758, and after- 
wards reviewed by Mr. Smeaton, F. R. S. and 
Mr. Brindley jointly; and theſe ſurveyors 
concurred in opinion, that no tract of land 
in the kingdom was naturally better adapted 
for the purpoſe of an inland navigation, that 
none ſtood in more need of it, or was ſo 
convenient for an union of the eaſt and weſt 
ſeas. | 

THe reaſons for prefering a canal to a 
river navigation, are many and important. 
The ſhortneſs of the voyage on the former, 
which is protracted on the latter by the 


winding courſe of the ſtream; the abſence of 


currents, which in rivers impede the upward 


navigation more than they aſſiſt the down- 


ward, 
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[=], 
ward, and hourly undermine and wear a: 
way the banks; the ſecurity from the miſchief 
and delay occaſioned by floods; the eaſier 


draught for the horſes, as the boats will, 


in a canal, move nearer the towing path; 
and the advantage of chooſing high ground 
for the locks, while in the other ' caſe, the 
fituation of them muſt be regulated 'only 
by the accidental ſhallows of the rivers, 


are all circumſtances greatly in favour of 


canals ; and eſpecially the laſt: for as in ri- 
ver navigations, the locks muſt frequently be 
erected on low lands, the neighbouring mea- 
dows are thereby often rendered damp and 
ſwampy; while in canal navigations this diſ- 
advantage is not only avoided, but as the 
canal, to purſue its moſt convenient courſe, 
muſt fr equently wind along the edges of the 5 
riſing ground, numberleſs ſprings will be cut 
through, and the plain beneath rendered 
actually drier and more fertile. It is alſo 


another circumſtanee not unworthy of notice 
in favour of canals, when compared with 71i- 


wm 


— 


+ This advantage can hardly any where appear in a 
more full and ſtriking light, than at Barton Bridge, in Lan- 
caſhire; where one may, at the ſame time, ſee ſeven or 


eight {tout fellows labouring like {laves to drag a boat ſlowly 


up the river Tell; and one horſe drawing tus or three boats 
at a great rate upon the Canal; which is carried over the river 
at this place, like a magnifcen roman aqueduct, 


ver 


1 
ver navigations, that as the conveyance upon 
the former is more ſpeedy, and without in- 
terruptions, and-delays, to which the latter 
are very liable, opportunities of 2 


earthen wares, and other ſmall goods, and 


ſtealing and adulterating wine and ſpiritu- 
ous liquors, are thereby in a great meaſure 
prevented. The loſſes, diſappointments,” and 
diſcredit of the manufacturers, ariſing from 
this cauſe, are ſo great, that they frequently 
chooſe to ſend their goods by land at three 
times the expence of water carriage, and 
ſometimes even refuſe to ſupply their orders 
at all, rather than run the riſque of forfeiting 


their credit, and ſubmitting to the deductions 


that are made on this account. 

Wx may alſo add, with reſpect to the 
potteries in Staffordſhire, that this evil diſ- 
courages merchants abroad from dealing in 


thoſe manufactures, and creates innumerable 


miſunderſtandings between them and the 
manufacturers. 


Tus canal is deſigned to fall into the 


Trent at Wilden rather than at Burton, to 


avoid the ſhallows which greatly interrupt 


the navigation on that river: at Harecaſtle, 
the higheſt part in the courſe of the canal, 
from whence the water falls north and ſouth, 
it . pan above : a mile dne ground; by 
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which means fas locks will be neeeſſary, 
and more water ſupplied from the coal mines 
in that country: and the whole length of it, 
with the branches, will be upwards of an 
hundred miles. 

Tux canal and veſſels are to be conſtr uet⸗ 
ed on the plan found moſt eligible from vari- 
ous experiments made on the Duke of Bridg- 


vaters navigation. From theſe experiments 


his excellent engineer, Mr. Brindley, hath 
propoſed to compleat this canal as — north 
as Harecafile, purchaſe the land, erect locks, 


make towing paths, build bridges, and de- 


fray every expence, except that of obtaining 
the act of parliament, for ſeven hundred 

ounds a mile: to cut through Harecafile it 
is ſuppoſed will coſt ten thouſand pounds; 
and the remainder of the canal one thouſand 
pounds a mile. He propoſes to make the 


new canal twelve feet wide at the bottom; 


and three feet deep in general; but at the 
fords only thirty inches; and, in common, 


to ſupply it with a quantity of water juſt 


ſufficient for the navigation, held up by 
locks, and having no ſtream, like thoſe in 


Holland. 


Tux boats are to be ſeventy feet in length, 
ſix feet wide, to draw near thirty inches wa- 
ter, and to carry twenty tons burthen. They 


are to be ſo conſtructed as to ſail with either 
end 


+ þ 
end foremoſt, by removing the rudder; and 
to coſt about thirty pounds each. 
Tukkx is to be a man and a boy to each 
boat, which one horſe will draw with eaſe 
along the canal; but when neceſſary, will be 
able to draw three of them. | 

IT is propoſed: to raiſe the money by ſub- 
ſcription, in lots, or ſhares, of two hundred 
pounds each; no perſon to ſubſcribe more 
than twenty ſhares; the Tonnage to be fixed 
by Adt of Parliament, and veſted in the Sub- 
ſcribers, as a ſecurity for their money; the 
company to be under the inſpection of com- 
miſſioners, as in moſt other navigation acts; 
the ſhares to be transferable, in an eaſy man- 
ner, like government ſecurities; the navi- 
gation to be free and open to all perſons, 
paying the tonnage fixed by law; and land- 
owners to have liberty to erect warehouſes 
and wharfs, on the banks or ſides of the 
navigation. = 4 

IT is alſo propoſed to repay the money 
ſubſcribed for obtaining the Ad of Parlia- 
ment, out of the capital ſtock, if the appli- 
2 to parliament be attended with ſuc- 
ceſs. | 
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SECTI ON Ill. 
Particular advantages of the 1 ntended canal. 
HE advantages ariſing from cheapneſs 


of carriage, and eaſineſs of communi- 
cation between the diſtant parts of a country, 


and the manufacturing towns and ſea-ports 


reciprocally, are ſo very extenſive and com- 
plicated, that it is impoſſible to reduce them 
to any very exact eſtimation. If we would 
attempt to eſtimate them at all, it will be 
neceſſary to diſcover, as near as we can, how 
much the price of carriage is likely to be di- 
miniſhed; and what quantities, and kinds of 


goods, will probably be conveyed by this 


navigation. 

Tux price of land carriage, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the canal, is, upon an average, 
about vine ſhillings a ton, for ten miles. It 
is ſuppoſed the tonnage upon the canal, for 
the ſame diſtance, will be about two ſhillings, 
and the freight not above fix pence more, 


making together two ſhillings and ſix pence 


per ton; ſo that near three fourths of the 
| PI S 
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preſent price of carriage will be ſaved to the 
public. And the difference between land 
and water carriage, in other places, confirms 
the juſtneſs of this concluſion. Land carri- 
age, for inſtance, between Mancheſter and 
Liverpool, which are about thirty eight 
miles diſtant from each other, coſts forty 
ſhillings per ton; water carriage only fx 
ſhillings and eight pence one way, and ren 
ſhillings the other; ſuppoſe nine ſhillings up- 
on an average; and the ſaving, by this navi- 
gation, is above three fourths of the expence 
of land carriage. 
Ir we ſuppoſe the ſaving to be only fx 
ſhillings in nine, which is a very moderate 
computation, this circumſtance alone, will 
not only enable land-owners, manufacturers, 
and merchants, to convey many articles to 
markets where they never could have born 
the expence of land carriage; but will alſo 


bring into uſe many natural productions; 


ſuch as coals, ſtone of various kinds, timber, 
iron ore, alabaſter, Sc. which, from their un- 
favourable ſituations, never could have been 
employed. 4 

To give ſome idea of theſe advantages, 
we muſt endeavour to enumerate the chief 
ſources of employment for the intended na- 
vigation: and theſe may be conſidered under 
the three following heads: (1) Natural pro- 
ductions of the countries that lie near the 
am. EE canal, 


4 


44 


— 
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canal. (2) Cultivated commodities, and ma- 
nufactures. (3) Imported raw-materials, and 


I Wi 


general commerce. — | 

From Northwich to Lawton there lies a 
vaſt bed of rock-ſalt,F about forty yards thick, 
which, beſides being purified and chryſtalli- 
zed for home conſumption and exportation, 


as will be 


mentioned in its proper place, 


might be made great uſe of in agriculture, 


THERE 


and probably in metallurgy, and ſeveral of 
the mechanic arts, if any method could be 
diſcovered of granting the liberty of uſing it, 
with ſafety to the revenue. „% n 


is a mountain called Mole-Cop, 


near Lawton, that contains four different and 


_ uſeful kinds of Stone. (1) Millſtones of an 


excellent quality, which are now carried by 
land upwards of an hundred miles, and to 


all parts of 


the intended navigation. (2) A 


good Limeſtone. (3) A fine Freeſtone. (4) 
Grinding Stones, of different ſorts. 
FROM Lawton, almoſt all the way to 


 Trentham, is a continued chain of collieries; 


and by means of the new canal the con- 


ſumption of the coals they produce muſt be 
greatly increaſed, to the vaſt benefit of the 


r Theſe ſalt mines were firſt diſcovered in the year 1670, 
by boring for coals, in the liberties of William Marbory, 
Eſq; of Marbo 
ſurface. 


— 
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ry, and lie about thirty four yards from the 


5 


pro- 
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proprietors, and of all the places to which 


they can be carried; there being hardly any 


circumſtance that contributes more to the 


flouriſhing ſtate of a manufacturing country, 
than plenty, and cheapneſs, of fuel. 
Nx AM Wolſeley-bridge, and alſo a mile be- 
low Burton, a free ſtone is found on the banks 
of the river Trent, excellent for its firmneſs 


and colour, ſome parts of which ſeem not in- 


ferior to that of Portland or Roche Abbey. 
A MILE from Rudgley, a blazing kind of 


coal, called cane}, and other coals are found, 


belonging to the Earl of Uxbridge, The low- 
er ſtratum of theſe mines is ſaid to be a va- 


Juable one; and it is apprehended a naviga- 
ble ſough might be carried from the new 


canal into the heart of them, in the manner 
of the Duke of Br:dgwater's colliery, in Lan- 
caſhire; and that this would lay them dry; 
the want of which is the preſent obſtacle to 
their being worked; and at the ſame time 
convey the coals into the new canal; to the 
great advantage of the noble proprietor, and 
the neighbouring country. 

Near that part of the Trent where the 
canal is to terminate, ariſes a vaſt mountain 
of lime ſtone, on which the village of Breden, 
in Leiceſterſhire, is ſituated: at Tictenhall, in 


Derbyſhire, not far from the laſt mentioned 


place, there are alſo quarries of lime fone; and 
B 3 OM 


[ 22 ] 
at Barrow, in Leiceſterſhire, they burn an 
excellent kind of lime, for building; which 
is conveyed to places at a great diſtance by 
land, every way: and lime is much wanted 


through the whole courſe of the canal, both 


for the purpoſes of architecture and cultiva- 


tion. 


A Few miles lower, at Clay Hill, a firm 
and elegant alabaſter is found, proper either 


for ſtucco or ſculpture. 


Nor many miles from the Trent, near the 
river Soar, in Leiceſterſhire, which it is ho- 
ped the gentlemen in that neighbourhood, 
and the inhabitants of Leiceſter, will now be 
able to make navigable, without oppoſi- 
tion, are the noted quarries of Swithland 
Slate; a beautiful and durable covering for 
houſes ; and prodigious rocks of that kind of 
grey porplyry which is brought from Scot- 
land, to pave the ſtreets of London and 
Weſtminſter. Ed 

A GREAT quantity of marle will be thrown 
out in making the canal; and may beſides, 
in many places, be found ſo near the banks 
as to be delivered from the ſpade into the 
boats; which will greatly contribute to the 


improvement of ſuch land as ftands in need 


of this kind of manure. Other manures will 
alſo be procured from large towns, on rea- 
fonable terms, for back carriage; and as it 1s 
intended to exempt manure from the charge 
8 O 


2 83 
of tonnage, theſe advantages, together with 
the lime, mentioned before, will double the 
produce and value of many farms bordering 
upon the canal. . 

SEVERAL parts of the country, in the 
neighbourhood of the canal, yield great quan- 
tities of that ſort of iron ore commonly called 

iron ſtone, Fraſer for making cold-ſhort iron; 
and which, when mixed with the red ore 


from Cumberland, makes the beſt kind of 


tough, or merchant iron. The iron ſtone 
of this country is likewiſe ſo neceſſary for 
working the ore in the north, that even the 
great expence of land carriage hath not pre- 
vented large quantities of it from being con- 
veyed that way to the river Weaver, to be 
ſhipp'd for Cumberland; and the ore from 
the north has been brought into this country 
under the like inconveniencies. It ſeems, 
therefore, highly probable, that the intended 
canal will occaſion the ſending much greater 
quantities of iron ſtone into the north; and 


the receiving more red mine back in return; 


and thereby greatly increaſe the intercourſe 
between theſe two parts of the kingdom, to 
their mutual advantage. | 


Nor only theſe natural productions, that 


are to be found on the banks of the intended 
canal, but many of thoſe from the more 
diſtant parts of the counties it is to paſs 


through, will have their value and conſump- 
= B 4 tien 
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tion greatly increaſed, by this eaſy and cheap 


conveyance. Of this number are lead, copper, 
calamine, marble, rottenſtone, raddle, white clay, 
ochres, &c. and many other articles will pro- 
bably become uſeful to fociety, which at pre- 
ſent lie unmoleſted in their native beds. 

FRoM natural productions we may pro- 
ceed to the conſideration of thoſe that are 
cultivated and manufactured: and that which 
deſerves our firſt attention, under this head, 
is corn; as the growth and exportation of 
this important article will be greatly increa- 
ſed by a new navigation: and the benefit 
to the public from the exportation of corn 


does not ariſe, as in other merchandiſe, only 


from the employment of our hands at home, 
the improvement of our eſtates, and the re- 
turn of wealth, for which it is exchanged 
abroad; but likewiſe from its being an infal- 
lible ſecurity againſt thoſe dreadful famines, 
formerly experienced in this nation, in years 
of uncommon ſcarcity. 4 | 
In the year 1751, an account of the ex- 
portation of grain was laid before the Houſe 
of Commons; and it appeared, that above 
five millions of quarters of grain were ex- 
ported from Great Britain in the years 1746, 
to 1750, both incluſive; and near ſeven mit- 


lions and a half of money gained by the na- 
tion in exchange. And ſince grain has been 


made an object of foreign commerce, its price 
. * has 


1 
has not only in general been lower at home, 
but its cultivation has increaſed to ſuch a 
degree, that a good harveſt is ſuppoſed to be 
a proviſion for foury or five years. 

Tur kingdom of England alone, accord- 
ing to Dr. Halley's computation, contains 
about forty millions of ſquare acres; and of 
theſe, in the year 1689, when a bounty was 
firſt given on the exportation of corn, one 
third part was ſuppoſed to lie in uncultivated 
commons. No year has elapſed, ſince that 
time, in which the Legiſlature have not 
paſſed many acts for the incloſure of waſte 
grounds; whereby the country, in various 
places, 1s converted from barren heaths into 
fruitful fields; yielding riches and ſupport to 
the induſtrious farmer, and his uſetul de- 
pendants. | 5 

Agriculture, is an inexhauſtible ſource. of 
plenty and riches, which can never be ſo 
much enlarged, or its ſtreams ſo widely dif- 
fuſed, as by the means of inland navigations: 
and as the inhabitants in ſome places, near 
the intended canal, conſume much more corn, 
and grain of all kinds, than they can raiſe; 
and thoſe in others raiſe more than they can 
_ conſume; this circumſtance will find great 


employment for the navigation, to the ge- 


neral advantage of the adjacent counties. 


8 Sip John Nichols ſays five years; the Corn-PFafters in 
London ſay, not much above ..; but probably they do not 
make a ſufficient allowance for exportation, and the diſtillery. 
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Tux farmers, in the neighbourhood of the 
new canal, may indeed object, that the price 
of grain will never riſe ſo high as it has done 
in times of ſcarcity, when there is the op- 
portunity of an eaſy importation. In anſwer 
to which, it may be obſerved, that from the 
eaſe of exportation, it will never fink ſo low 
in plentiful ſeaſons; ſo that the profits of the 
farmers, upon the whole, will not be leſs, 
but more equal: and we cannot help ob- 
ferving, in this place, that inequality of gain 
is, of all others, the moſt frequent cauſe of 
their ruin; as in ſcarce times, when their 
profits are great, they become more expen- 
five and luxurious, and do not ſo well know 
how to contract their manner of life, when 
cheaper ſeaſons lower the value of their com- 
modities. 
In times of plenty, the land-owners and 
farmers near the canal, will receive great be- 
nefit from the exportation of their grain, of 
all kinds: in times of ſcarcity, the whole 
country will be relieved, by means of a ſea- 
ſonable importation; and thus the bleſſings 
of providence be more equally and uniformly 
diſtributed; and an artificial dearth rendered 
almoſt impoſſible. How ineffectual would 
be the attempt of the moſt powerful monopo- 
lizer, in ſuch a country as China; where 
plenty can be thrown into any market, from 


all parts, by means of navigable canals ? 
ANOTHER 
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-- AnoTHER cultivated article, of great im- 


portance, is that of 7imber of all kinds, and - 


eſpecially oak; of which there are many large 
woods near the courſe of the intended canal, 
that for want of a proper conveyance to ſea- 
rt towns, where timber is much wanted 
for ſhip-building, are ſold in the neighbour- 
hood at a low price. Any method of con- 
veying ſo bulky an article as this to the pla- 
ces of conſumption, at an eaſy expence, will 
greatly encourage the growth of it, and help 
to repair that decreaſe“ of ſhip-timber in 
this nation, which is a very alarming cir- 
cumſtance, to a people whoſe riches and 
power depend ſo greatly upon navigation. 
Cordood, to make charcoal for the iron 
works, oak bark for the tanners; and a. 
madder, and other articles which may be- 
come the objects of cultivation, will be car- 
ried at a cheap rate upon the canal, to the 
mutual advantage of the proprietors and 
conſumers. Wool, hides, fallow, and proviſions 
of various kinds, will become more beneficial 
to their owners, by the advantage of an eaſy 
conveyance, to places where they may be con- 
ſumed or manufactured. 
As this canal will go through the middle 
of Cheſhire, ſo famous for the great quanti- 


For a very intereſting view of the proportionate de- 

creaſe of oak timber, ſee Mr. Fiſhers HEART or Oax, 
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ties of good cheeſe it produces, the advantages 
ariſing from it to the dairies will be very con- 
ſiderable; as many hundred tons of this ar- 
ticle are annually carried, by land, above forty 


miles to Willington, in Derbyſhire, to be ſhip- 


ped for London, and other diſtant markets, 
which will for the future be ſent by water, 


all the way to Hull and Liverpool, at a very 


moderate expence. bY, 
FroM the Wiches, in Cheſhire, manufac- 
tured ſalt is carried, on horſeback, to almoſt 
all parts of Staſfordſbire, Derbyſhire, Leiceſter- 
ſhire, Nottinghamſhire, Yorkſhire, and Lincoln- 


ſhire; to which places it will gain a much 


cheaper acceſs, by means of the intended 
navigation: and ſo great is the home con- 
ſumption of this article, that from the ſalt 
works at Northwich only, a duty of 67,0007. 
was laſt year paid into the Exchequer. At 
Northwich and Winsford are annually made 
about 24,000 tons. | 4:3 
Tur villages of Burſlem, Stoke, Hanley- 
green, Lane-delf, and Lane-end, are employed 
in the manufacturing of various kinds of 
ſtone and earthen wares, which are carried, at 
a great expence, to all parts of the kingdom, 
and exported to our iſlands and colonies in 
America, and to almoſt every part of Europe: 


but the ware which is ſent to Hull is now 


carried by land upwards of thirty miles, to 


Willington; and that for Liverpool twenty 
| miles, 


1 29 ] 
miles, to Winsford. The burthen of ſo ex- 
penſive a land carriage to Winsford and Wil. 
 lington, and the uncertainty of the navigations 


from thoſe places to Frodſham, in Cheſhire, 


and Wilden, in Derbyſhire, occaſioned by the 
floods in winter, and the numerous ſhallows 


in ſummer, are more than theſe low priced 


manufactures can bear; and without ſome 
ſuch relief as this under conſideration, muſt 
concur, with their new eſtabliſhed competi- 
tors in France, and our american colonies, 


to bring theſe potteries to a ſpeedy decay and 


ruin. | | 


ALL the branches of the metallic trades, 


which are almoſt innumerable, and carried 
to an aſtoniſhing extent at Birmingham, 
Malſal, Wolverhampton, and other places in 
the neighbourhood of the intended naviga- 
tion, muſt receive advantages from it, that 
cannot at preſent be eſtimated or conceived. 
Wx have already mentioned the impor- 
tant circumſtance of bringing ores out of the 
north, to mix with thoſe in Staffordſhire ; by 
which the iron of that country muſt be ren- 
dered better and cheaper; and to this we may 
add the great advantage of having charcoal, 
lime, and other fluxes, brought to the furna- 
ces at a ſmall expence: and likewiſe the great 
ſaving there may be in conveying this heavy 
article from the forge to the manufacturer by 
water; all which circumſtances muſt * 
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bute to increaſe the conſumption! of engliſh 
iron, and enable the iron maſters, in that 
neighbourhood, to come upon a competition 
with foreigners, ſo far as to reduce the price 
of foreign iron, and upon the whole greatly 
to benefit both themſelves and the manufac- 
turers: and certainly the firſt obje#, in the 


_ encouragement of any manufactory,. is to 


furniſh it with its raw-materials at the low- 
eſt price; to which nothing, in general, con- 
tributes ſo much as inland navigations. 

By the means of this canal then, the iron 
maſters will be enabled to ſerve the manu- 
facturers better with their materials; and by 
the ſame means, the manufacturers will be 
enabled to ſend their finiſhed goods away 
much cheaper, and to more markets; by 
which the conſumption, and expdriation- of 
them, cannot fail to be greatly increaſed. 

THe circumſtance of a water conveyance, 

all the way from Birmingbam, to the ports 
of Hull and Liverpool, will be a very great 
reciprocal advantage to all the three places. 
The reduction of the price of carriage, which 
will take place between Birmingham and the 
laſt mentioned port, is ſo great a proportion 
of the value of guns, nails, and other heavy 


manufactures of iron, that the exportation 


of them from thence muſt be increaſed ta | 
a degree beyond eſtimation, 


Tue 
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Tux fine ale, made at Burton upon Trent, 
which is now exported to Germany, and ſe- 
veral parts of the Baltic, may, by means of 
the intended canal, be exported from Liver- 
Pool to all parts of America; where it is likely 
to become a very conſiderable article of com- 
merce. ＋ 7 „ 

Tux valuable manufactures of Notting- 
ham, Leiceſter, and Derby, will find a cheap 
conveyance to Liverpool, by this navigation; 
and the demand for them, at that port, will 
conſequently be increaſed. #12 BY 

In the neighbourhood of Bur/lſem, and the 
potteries, bric&s and tyles are made of a blue 
colour, which are ſo far vitrified, as to be 
harder, and more durable, than any kind of 
ſtone uſed in building; and theſe articles are 
| Hkely to find a demand through the whole 
courſe of the canal. | | 

Having mentioned the principal natural 
productions, cultivated commodities, and manu- 
factures, in the neighbourhood of the intend- 
ed navigation, we come to the articles of im- 
portation, and of general commerce. 

GREAT quantities of finf flones, uſed at 
the potteries in Staffordſhire, are brought 
by ſea, from different parts of the coaſt, to 
Liverpool and Hull. And the clay, uſed in 
the white and coloured ware, is brought 
from Devonſhire, chiefly to Liverpool; - and 
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from thence ſent up the river Meaver to 
Winsford in Cheſhire : the flints from Hull 
are ſent up the Trent to Willington in Derby- 
ſhire; and from Winsford and Millington they 
are both brought to the works at a very great 
expence by land carriage; the one being 
twenty, and the other not leſs than thirty eight 
miles diſtant from the potteries: and they 
are likewiſe ſubject to the ſame expences and 
delays, from floods and ſhallows, as the ma- 
nufactured goods, mentioned before, to the 
very great diſadvantage of the manufactu- 
rers. Inconveniencies, which nothing but a 
navigable canal can remove. 

Tn iron ore from Cumberland, as it will 
be a conſiderable article of importation, muſt 
be mentioned in this place, though, in ano- 
ther view, it has been taken notice of be- 
fore. 

Hemp, flax, and linen yarn, will be convey- 
ed by this canal, to various manufacturers 
who make uſe of thoſe materials; and pro- 
bably occaſion the eſtabliſhment of — 
new manufactories. 

Deals for building, and Mahogany for ca- 
binet-work, which are much wanted, and 
are now very dear, in many parts of thoſe 
counties through which the canal is to paſs, 
owing to the heavy charge of land carriage 
upon ſuch bulky commodities, will be con- 


veyed through the whole extent of this na- 
vigation 
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vigation, at a moderate expence, and become 
very conſiderable articles of commerce. . 

American iron will alſo, by this means, 
be brought cheaper to the manufacturing 
towns, from the ports of Liverpool and Hull; 
and contribute, with the advantages already 
mentioned, ariſing to the iron-maſters, to leſſen 
the conſumption of foreign european iron, to 
the great profit of this nation, in general, and 
our own iron-works, in particular; and have 
a tendency to keep that money at home, 
which, for want of a better ſyſtem of com- 
mercial policy, 1s now ſent to foreigners, 
who take very few of our manufactures; 
and alſo to prevent the deſtruction & of a 
trade, on which many thouſands of induſtri- 
ous workmen depend for ſubſiſtence. =_ J 


I It may deſerve the conſideration of thoſe who are im- 
mediately intereſted in the ſubject, whether a bounty on 
american pig iron would not be the moſt ectual ſupport 

of this valuable branch of buſineſs? Would it not induce 
the Americans to turn their att-ntion from bar iron to the 
making of pig iron? Would it not contribute to clear the 
lands in America; and to preſerve the woods in England ? 
Might not our furnaces be turned into forges? And is it 
not agreeable to ſound policy, to encourage our colonies, 
in ſupplying us with raw. materials, as near as poſſible to 
their fir? flate?—— If this regulation ſhould take place, as 
it probably may, then, the gentlemen in the iron trade will 

Want no arguments to convince them, that their buſineſs 
muſt have a very eſſential dependance on inland naviga- 
tions. 
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Tut numerous manufacturers in 
ham, and its neighbourhood, will, in 323 


receive their raw- materials, of all kinds, much 


2 „ 5 


cheaper, by means of the intended canal; 


ſuch as copper, calamine, lead, Zinc, ivory, and 
many others. 
Tur merchants of Liverpool and Hull will 
ſupply the towns and villages, bordering up- 
on the canal, with rum, Wine, tobacco, Jagar, 
and all kinds of groceries and dying-//uffs, at 
lower prices than they have been accuſtom- 
ed to receive theſe commodities; and with 
much more ſafety and expedition. And, as 
theſe are articles of general conſumption, the 
amount of them muſt be very conſiderable; 
and the benefit to the - "mo Proportionably 
reat. 
z Tux falf-trade will receive a very impor- 
tant advantage from the canal, when the na- 
vigation in the Weaver may, at any time, be 
interrupted; as that article may occafionally 
be forwarded to Liverpool, by this new con- 
veyance, for the diſpatch of thoſe veſſels - 
which would otherwiſe be detained there, at 
a great expence. And any injury the pro- 
prietors of the Weaver navigation have to 
apprehend from it, ſuppoſing the canal ſhould 
not terminate in that river, muſt weigh light 
in the balance of public utility; as their freight 
depends chiefly upon ſalt, and ſalt-roch, from 


Winsford and Northwich ; which, at preſent, 


amount 
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amount to about ge, ooo tons a year; and 

will no doubt be ſtill increaſed: and none of 

this is likely to come upon the new canal, 
but when floods, oi the repairing of locks, 
obſtruct the Weaver; becauſe the canal will 
be ſome miles diſtant from Winsford; and 
though it ſhould come near the works at 
Northwich, the diſadvantage of unloading, 
and loading again, as the canal veſſels can- 
not hve in the tide-way, will prevent the ſalr 
from being ſent by them, except upon ſuch 
occaſions as thoſe that are mentioned above. 

Tur diminution of the price of carriage, 
which will take place, by means of the canal, 
muſt alſo appear to be a very great and ne- 
ceſſary advantage to our manufactures and 
commerce; when our preſent price of land- 
carriage 1s placed in a comparative view with 
that of our chief competitors : the price of 
land- carriage between Birmingham and Lon- 
don being about eight ſbillings per ton, for 
ten miles; and in the neighbourhood of the 
intended canal, and in many other places, 
no leſs than vine fillings per ton; whilſt 
merchandiſe may be conveyed, by land, be- 
tween Lions and Marſeilles, in France, at the 
rate of fve ſhillings* per ton, for the ſame 
diſtance. A circumſtance that muſt give the 


— 


Tuckkk's Eſſay on Trade, 3d Edition, page 64. 
C2 : manu- 


1 


| manufactures of that nation, a very great 
ſuperiority over ours, at all markets, where 
they would otherwiſe meet upon equal terms. 
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Having confidered the principal advan- 


tages which the public may reaſonably expect 


from the execution of this deſign, we ought 
not to forget the pleaſures that may ariſe from 
it to individuals; eſpecially as Zafte is ſo uni- 
verſally cultivated, that our farms are gra- 


dually improving into gardens. And here it 


muſt be allowed, that to have a lawn termi- 
nated by water, with moving objects, paſſing 
and repaſſing upon it, is a finiſhing, of all 
others, the moſt deſirable. And if we add 
the amuſements of a gondola, that may con- 
vey us to many flouriſhing towns, through 


the moſt delightful vallies in the kingdom; 


and the convenience of having variety of 
fiſh, brought alive in well-boats, for our ta- 
bles; we have articles of Juxury, which the 


inhabitants, in other ſituations, wyh for 1 in 
vain. 


So many, and important, are the Ane 
ges that will undoubtedly ariſe to the public 
from the intended canal, that, we preſume, 
an attentive conſideration of them, muſt con- 


vince every one, that they infinitely outweigh 


all the inconveniencies that can be ſuppoſed 
to attend it: and it is to be hoped, every 


friend to his country will be cautious of giv- 


ing weight to trivial inconveniencies, in op- 
poſition 


tr 3 


poſition to a work of this immenſe impor- 


tance; eſpecially at a time when our manu- 
facturers are ſuffering, for want of the uſual 
demand for their goods; and when ſeveral. 
rival nations, as well as our own colonies; 
are availing themſelves of this opportunity, 
to ſeduce our workmen, in many branches, 
to leave the country, and contribute to the 
ſupport of a] arming competitors. 

Sox of the objections, that may be urged 


againſt this navigation, have already been 


obviated; and thoſe that remain, do not ſeem 
to be well founded, or of great importance. 
It may be ſaid, that many eſtates will be di- 
vided by the canal: but, as in ſeveral parts, 

it will be carried through uncultivated com- 
mons, and lands that want draining; as a 


full compenſation will be paid for the ground 


that is cut through; and as the farms will 
be again connected, by bridges and fords, at 
ſuitable diſtances; it is preſumed no inconve- 
niences will proceed from this circumſtance, 
which are not amply counterbalanced by the 
many advantages, that have been before 
pointed out, and muſt evidently ariſe to eve- 
ry farm through which it may paſs. _ 

Non muſt we here omit the the trite ob- 
jection | of the di/hone/ty of watermen, that 
they will pilfer fruit and poultry in their 
E But, certainly, this claſs of travel- 
ers may be ranked, in point of 8 

"0 


ry 
— 


I. 
with the common carriers; and as one man 
and a boy, will be ſufficient to attend the 

conveyance of twenty tons of goods along 
the canal, which by land -would require the 
attendance of ten perſons, the number of 
theſe dangerous viſitors will be greatly de- 

Tun only remaining objection, that has 
occured to us, 1s, that by an mland naviga 


| E 
tion, between the ports of Liverpool and Hull, 
the coafling trade, that great nurſery for fea- 
men, will be diminiſhed, To which it may 
be anſwered, that, in the firſt place, there is 
httle or none of that trade between thoſe 
two ports. Secondly, that as this inland na- 
vigation will give an opportunity for a more 

| eaſy conveyance of the products of the interi- 
or parts of the country, to the neighbouring 
ports, which may from thence be conveyed, 
by ſea, to diftant parts of the kingdom, from 
whence other products, and commodities, 
may be returned; the coafting trade muff 
hereby be greatly pro oted. And laſtly, as 
this navigation will contribute to increaſe the 
produce of our farms, will benefit our pre- 
{ſent manufactures, and eccafion the eſta+ 
bliſhment of new .ones, it muſt, of courſe, 
enlarge the amount of our exports; and, in- 
ftead of leſſening, have a direct tendency to 
augment the quantity of our ſhipping, and 
the number of our ſeamen. ; £221 
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Fr muft alſo be obſerved, that when the 
other parts of this GREAT DESIGN are exe- 
cuted; and the principal ports and mannfattu- 
ring towns of the kingdom, come to have a 
reciprocal inland communication, by water; 
then, though the cogſting trade may bediminiſh- 
ed, the export trade will not only be inconceiv- 
ably enlarged, but the internal national com- 
merce be carried on with much more eaſe and 
diſpatch; leſs expoſed to expenſive and ha- 
zardous delays; and: perfectly ſecure, in time 
of war, from the depredations of an enemy. 

How far theſe favourable circumſtances 
muſt contribute to enhance the value of our 
lands; to promote the wealth, ſtrength, and 
ſplendour of this nation; and to confirm, and 
perpetuate, the peculiar bleſſings and privi- 
leges of its inhabitants; is refered to the 
imagination of every intelligen — 
The proſpect is delightful !——Patriot minds 
will dwell upon it with pleaſure; and be em- 
ployed in projecting ſchemes to realize it, in 
its whole extent ——But our preſent atten- 
tion muſt be confined to one part of the G- 
NERAL DESIGN: and, no doubt, many ad- 
vantages to be expected from the navigable 
canal, now under conſideration, will occur 
to the reader, that have eſcaped our notice : 
thoſe that have been pointed out are, how- 
ever, very numerous and extenſive, 
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To have n means of conveyance ſo great⸗- 

® facilitated; the price of carriage ſo much 
A ahed; old manufactures encouraged ; 
new ones eſtabliſhed; eſtates ; greatly 8 80 = 
plenty widely diffuſed; and the country, in 
general, rendered ſill more affluent,” popu- 
lous, and ſecure; are conſiderations of ſuch 
weight, as cannot fail to intereſt all benevo- 
lent and public-ſpirited perſons, in the ſucceſs 
of this IMPORTANT UNDERTAKING» Es 
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